P.O. Box 6421, Auburn, CA 95604

At The Key at SFARC:

PRESIDENT
Mark Koehler (W2MWK)

VICE PRESIDENTS
Jim Jupin (WABMPA)
Greg Dolkas (KO6TH)

SECRETARY
Bob Patton (N6EMS)

TREASURER
Ron (KA6UAI) and Laurie Holland

DIRECTORS

Greydon Hicks (KC6SLE)
Frank Calvillo (KG9M)
Steven Foley (KO6EBQ)

GREETER | SUNSHINE
Pam Bautista (KN6GTK)

PUBLIC RELATIONS / SOCIAL MEDIA
Smitty (WB1G)

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Jeff Morgan (KW6U)
Dudley McFadden (KO6DRM)

VE TESTING COORDINATOR
Brian Gohl (AI6US)

WEBMASTER(S)
Smitty (WB1G)
Greg Dolkas (KO6TH)

STATION TRUSTEE
Clyde Campbell (AB4CC)

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Jim Zheng (W6JCZ)

GROUPS.IO ADMINISTRATOR
Aaron Bond (W1ATB)

In This Issue:
e President's Message
e VE Report
e ARRL Field Day

JUNE 2026

DROPBOX ADMINISTRATOR
Smitty (WB1G)

ELMER LEAD
Greydon Hicks (KC6SLE)

ADVANCEMENT / CLASSES

Chair: Orion Endres (Al6JB)

Instructor(s): Orion Endres (Al6JB), Anders Rehnvall
(NR6H), James Goldstene (AE6JG), Steven Foley
(KO6EBQ)

WEEKLY CLUB NET

Thursdays @ 7:30 PM

W6EK 2m Repeater @ 145.430 MHz
Primary Net Control Operators:

Dave Jenkins (WB6RBE)

Orion Endres (Al6JB)

Chip Bautista (KM6MDF)

Smitty (WB1G)

COFFEE BREAK NET
365 Days A Year 7:30 AM - 10 AM
W6EK 2m Repeater @ 145.430 MHz
Primary Net Control Operators:

o Brian Gohl (AI6US)
Gerry Brentnall (WAGE)
Theta Brentnall (WAGEWF)
Tom Newman (NN6H)
Orion Endres (Al6JB)

e Jeff Morgan (KW6U)
Standby Net Control Operators:

e  Smitty (WB1G)

o Don Hay (WB6LPJ)

. Aaron Bond (W1ATB)

CLUB MEETINGS

Second Friday of the month,

PCHHS Conference Center @ 7:30 PM
Cordova Room 500, 11434 B Ave, Auburn, CA
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CLUB EVENTS

Amateur Radio License Exam Session
Junel @ 7 PM
Confluence Church
1101 Auburn Ravine Rd, Auburn, CA

Board Meeting
June 11 @ 6 PM
Online via Zoom

General Meeting
June 12 @ 7:30 PM
PCHHS Conference Center or Online via Zoom
Cordova Room 500, 11434 B Ave, Auburn, CA

Breakfast Social
June 27 @ 7:30 AM
The Original Mel's Diner
1730 Grass Valley Hwy #2885, Auburn, CA

SFARC Field Day
June 27 @ 11 AM
Georgetown Airport Campground
Georgetown, CA
Setup starts June 26 @ 8:30 AM

REPEATERS

145.430 MHz (-0.6 MHz /| CTCSS 162.2)
AllStarLink: 51018
EchoLink: 4128
Wires-X: WEEK-2M-ROOM (62545)

223.860 MHz (-1.6 MHz / CTCSS 110.9)

440.575 MHz (+5.0 MHz | CTCSS 162.2)
AMS — Fusion C4FM & Analog FM
Wires-X: NorCal Repeater GRP (43847)
YSF: US-NorCalRptGrp (06040)

e Fox Hunt News

Membership Update

e Board & General Meeting Minutes

Sierra Signals is published monthly by the Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club for the information of its members and friends and is
distributed via e-mail. Opinions expressed are those of the authors. Newsletter exchanges with other clubs via e-mail are welcomed. The
contents of Sierra Signals are copyrighted by the Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club, and all rights are reserved. That said, we will gladly
permit republications for non-profit uses of all text material. Photos require the consent of all people pictured in them, and some of our
material is copyrighted by others and published with their permission.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SFARC President | Mark Koehler (W2MWK)

As | sit down to write this month’s message, it's hard to believe we’re already approaching the halfway
point of 2026. The club has been busy, and June promises to be one of our most active months of the
year.

I'd like to start by thanking everyone
who attended our Donuts and Coffee
in the Park gathering in May. We had
a terrific turnout, and it was great to
spend time with members in a re-
laxed setting where the focus was sim-
ply enjoying each other’s company. Amateur radio
certainly revolves around radios, antennas, and technology, but the

friendships we build along the way are what keeps many of us coming back year af-
ter year.

Now our attention turns to Field Day.

For many hams, Field Day is the highlight of the year. It's part of emergency preparedness exercise,
part operating event, part camping trip, and part social gathering. Most importantly, it's an opportunity
to demonstrate what amateur radio can do when normal communications systems are unavailable.

This year's SFARC Field Day will be held June 26-28 at the Georgetown Airport Campground.
Whether you're an experienced contester, a newly licensed operator, or someone who has never oper-
ated HF before, | encourage you to come out and participate. There will be opportunities for everyone
to get involved. We need help with setup, station operation, logging, visitor outreach, food support,

and teardown. Even if you can only stop by for a few hours, your participation helps make the event
successful. But don't feel that you must come as a volunteer, come out and visit maybe get on the air
or just pull up a chair and enjoy some social time with fellow Amateur Radio enthusiast.



One of the things | enjoy most about Field Day is watching members share their knowledge. Every
year someone makes their first HF contact, learns a new operating skill, or gains confidence behind
the microphone. That's one of the reasons Field Day remains such an important event for our club.

June also brings another opportunity to support the future of amateur radio through our Volunteer Ex-
aminer program. Our VE teams continue to help new operators enter the hobby and assist existing li-
censees in upgrading their privileges. If you've ever helped at a test session, you know how rewarding
it is to see someone earn a new license or upgrade and walk away excited about what comes next.
The VE team will be hosting a special VE session at Field Day in the hanger at Georgetown Airport
just across the runway from where the setup for Field Day is located.

VE team setting up the Hanger during FD 2025

At our June 12" club meeting we’ll be reviewing the final plans for Field Day. If you're planning to at-
tend Field Day—or even just thinking about it—I encourage you to join us. It's a great opportunity to
learn what is planned and find out where you can help.

Thank you for everything you do to support the Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club. Whether you're
volunteering at events, helping new members, mentoring operators, participating in nets, or simply
showing up and getting involved, you are what makes this club successful.




I look forward to seeing you at the June meeting and at our Field Day location.

73,

Mark Koehler, W2MWK
President
Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club



VE REPORT

SFARC VE Coordinator | Brian Gohl (AI6US)

The Sierra Foothills VE team has accepted an invitation from W5YI to join a select group of teams to
offer FREE license exams and FREE FCC license fee for anyone under the age of 25! Yes, you have
read correctly! FREE! The W5YI Youth and Young Adult Licensing Program is covering all fees in-
volved with administering exams and issuing an amateur radio license for anyone 25 years of age or
younger! Supporting the next generation of amateur radio operators.

Our last VE session was on May 4, 2026 and started when we devoured a delicious 5pm dinner at
Taqueria la Herradura restaurant and celebrated an early Cinco de Mayo. After dinner, we met at the
Confluence Church campus to hold the exam session at 7 pm. 100% passing rate with four new Tech-
nicans, one General upgrade and one Extra upgrade.

Claire Hunter — KO6NOH is the first recipient of the
WS5YI Youth and Young Adult Licensing scholarship
and was awarded with a Free Exam and Free FCC
License fee.

Sam Rus - KO6MGC has upgraded to General and
the Sierra Foothills VE Team awarded Samuel the
Daniel Fogard W6PRL scholarship with a Free Exam.

The team also offered for the first time, 50% off exam
fees in recognition of US Military Service / First Re-
sponder to new Technician Class licensees Joe Ga-
noung — KO6NPS, Chuck Holman — KO6NNZ and James Carson — KO6NOI. Thank you for serving
our country and communities!

Congratulations to Extra license upgrade, Gary Waters — KO6MSP. Gary has returned each month to
upgrade to the next element/ What will he study for next month? Congratulations!

All new Technicians received a Free UV5R mini HT, preprogrammed with local repeaters and simplex
frequencies. Big Thanks to the generous donors who continue to make these gift HTs possible!

Exam Team: -
VEC: Brian — AlI6US

VE Lead: Anders — NR6H

Signing VEs: Kevin — KBHMR, Gary — KQ6RT and our newest VE
participating in his first session, Bob — WB6MUZ!

Elmer Team:

Elmer Lead: Greydon — KC6SLE

Elmer Team: Greg — KO6TH, Jim — WABMPA, David Jenkins —
WB6RBE, Doug — W2VX, Steven — KO6EBQ, Jeff — AL1S and
new SFARC Elmer, Kerry — KIGPAL!

In June we will hold two exam sessions. The first session will be
7pm on June 1st, 2026 at the Confluence Church campus. The
next is the most favorite session of the year, happening during the
ARRL Field Day on Saturday, June 27th, 2pm at the Georgetown,
California Airport in Scott’'s — KK7AIR hangar (filled with awesome aircraft, exotic cars and a fantastic
film camera collection). Pre-register at www.hamstudy.org/sessions/sfarc



http://www.hamstudy.org/sessions/sfarc

ARRL FIELD DAY 2026 UPDATE

SFARC Field Day Chair and Co-Chair | Mark Koehler (W2MWK) and Smitty (WB1G)

Field Day 2026 is rapidly approaching, and the planning team has been hard at work preparing for an-
other great weekend of amateur radio, fellowship, learning, and fun. This year’s event will be held
June 26th through June 28th at the Georgetown Airport Campgrounds.

Our leadership team is coming together nicely:

Smitty - WB1G, Co-Chair & Public Information Officer

Brian - AIBUS and Matt - KO6IMP, Antenna Team Co-Chairs
Garritt - KO6BMA, Saturday Lunch and Dinner

Brian - AI6US and Lyn - KN6KRD, Saturday and Sunday Breakfast
Scott - KM6RFB, Safety Officer

Jim - WAGBMPA, Welcome Table

Dennis - WU6X, Networking and Logging

A special thank you to everyone who has already stepped forward to help make this event successful.
Field Day is truly a team effort, and we continue to look for additional volunteers who would like to
learn more about station setup, networking, logging, operations, and site support. If you've ever won-
dered how the event works behind the scenes, this is a great opportunity to get involved.




This year’s activities will include our traditional HF (FT8, SSB and CW), a Get-On-The-Air (GOTA) sta-
tion for new operators, VE testing on Saturday, educational demonstrations, and plenty of opportuni-
ties to get on the air and make contacts.
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One featured presentation will be provided by our own Club Secretary, Bob - N6GEMS, who will be con-
ducting a live demonstration of the club’s AED unit. This practical session could provide knowledge
that someday helps save a life.

Field Day is about much more than points and contacts. It is an opportunity to demonstrate emergency
communications capabilities, introduce new people to amateur radio, sharpen operating skills, and en-
joy the camaraderie that makes SFARC such a special club.

Whether you can spend the entire weekend with us or only stop by for a few hours, we encourage ev-
ery member to participate. There are opportunities for everyone—operators, loggers, setup crews,
greeters, cooks, photographers, and visitors who simply want to experience the excitement of Field
Day.

Additional information, schedules, and volunteer opportunities will be presented at our upcoming
meetings and in the pre-Field Day briefing presentation.

We look forward to seeing you at Georgetown Airport in June!




FIELD DAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

SFARC Field Day Chair | Mark Koehler (W2MWK)

We are looking for 8-10 volunteers to help with campground cleanup at the Georgetown Airport Camp-
ground on Saturday, June 6th at 8:00 AM.

We will meet at the airport entrance at 8:00 AM. If the gate to the campground is already open, go
ahead and drive up to the campground and meet the group there.

Please dress appropriately:
Long pants

Long-sleeve shirt

Sunscreen

Work gloves (recommended)
Water

If you have them, please bring your favorite yard tools:
Weed eater

Lawn mower

Rake

Other yard maintenance tools

With 8 to 10 volunteers, we should be able to complete the cleanup and be finished before noon.

This is an important part of preparing the site for Field Day, and your help is greatly appreciated. Many
hands make the work go quickly.

Thank you,

Mark Koehler, W2MWK
Field Day Chair



FOX HUNT NEWS

SFARC Elmer Lead | Greydon Hicks (KC6SLE)

The May Fox Hunt was this past Saturday. Fifteen HAMs participated, which is a good turnout. Spe-
cial shoutout to Lowell Fletcher W6LDF who drove all the way from Redding CA to join in. Wow!

Apologies to all the Fox Hunters yesterday, the Hunt got off to a slow start but thanks to both Brian
AlI6US and Doug W2V X who jumped in to help Joshua KN6NUF with his first Fox Hunt as the Fox
Tender. Joshua had a great idea for making the Fox mobile; however, we learned that the execution
of a mobile Fox is going to take some more thought and planning. We will build on this idea in the fu-
ture.

Congratulations to Case Galland the grandson of Tom NN6H for being the first to find the Fox. A good
reminder that Fox Hunts are a great family affair and you do not need to be a licensed HAM to hunt for
the Fox.

Here are this month’s Hunters:

Patrick Leiser AK6JP

Dudley McFadden KO6DRM
Marty Main N6BLO

Georger McDougall KD6CWU
Matt Elyash KO6IMP

David Honeywell KO6HXC
Jayden Rikkers-Fisher W6EFM
John Fisher KO6COW

Tom Newman NN6H

Chase Galland

Lowell Fletcher W6LDF

Evan Phillips AJ6OR

Brian Gohl AlI6US

Doug Chandler W2VX
Joshua Morris KN6NUF

There will not be a Fox Hunt in June due to Field Day 2026. The Hunt in June will be on the airwaves
at Georgetown Airport seeking contacts. Please get involved in Field Day if you can. The next Fox
Hunt will be Saturday July 25, and John Fischer KO6COW and his son Jayden Rikkers-Fischer
WG6EFM will be our Fox Tenders.

Greydon KC6SLE




MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

SFARC Membership Coordinator | Dudley McFadden (KO6DRM)

We have 8 new members to vote on at the next club meeting on
June 12.

Steven Walter KD3CSK

James Carlson KO6NOI Hello

o my name is
Cal McKitrick AI6MC
Mark Walker AI6XU
Michael Parnell W6LPS UP Fag Vam
Margaret Tides KO6JTZ

U

Gene Trasti W6 JMP
John Hansen KC6TEP
SFARC ON SOCIAL MEDIA

X (TWITTER) https:/Ix.w6ek.com
FACEBOOK https:/ifacebook.w6ek.com
INSTAGRAM https:/linstagram.w6ek.com
YOUTUBE https:/lyoutube.w6ek.org
LINKEDIN https:/llinkedin.w6ek.org
GROUPS.IO https:/iw6ek.groups.io

Dl flofalind
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES

SFARC Secretary | Bob Patton (N6GEMS)
Date and Time: May 7, 2026, 18:00 Hrs
Location: SFARC Zoom Room

Attendees:

President: Mark W2MWK
Vice-Pres: Jim WASBMPA
Greg KO6TH

Secretary: Bob N6EMS

Treasurer: Ron KABUAI and Laurie
Directors: Greydon KC6SLE
Frank KGOM

Steven KO6EBQ
Other Members: Smitty WB1G, Brian Al6US, Clyde AB4CC, Earl K6EGPB

Meeting Notes
1. Review and Approval of Previous Minutes

The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed. No changes were required, and the minutes
were accepted as official record.

2. Financial Updates

There was ongoing discussion about reconciling the club table and scholarship fund balances from the
HamFest event. The following figures were referenced:

- Club funds: $1,170 initially reported; with an additional $730 pending deposit (including $230 cash on
hand, ~$400 in equipment pending pickup, and minor amounts from other members), totaling $1,800.

- Scholarship fund: $4,995 initially reported, revised to $4,795 after adjustments.

- Resolution: Frank will resubmit the official spreadsheet with Lori's numbers. The finalized figures will
be sent to Laurie, Rod, and Jim for closure and then forwarded to the board for final review. Communi-
cation to the organization will likely occur via the next newsletter.

3. Equipment/Field Day Preparations
Smitty provided an update on equipment for Field Day:
- Thanks to Tom (NN6H) for running the GOTA table and lending his radio.

- Only notable gap is with the mobile radio satellite workstation and confirmation on the spider beam
(Derek to be followed up with).



- All other essential antennas and radios are accounted for, including, L Wire Yagi 40M (club asset),
15/10/20 Yagi (club asset), and 2m/6m/70cm vertical (to be brought by Smitty), and the crank up tower
and Yagi for the CW station (brought by Bob).

- Discussion about the VHF/UHF station and the potential value of including a six-meter station this
year is ongoing.

- Generator for the event is confirmed (Scott's equipment).
- Suggestion made to defer decision on six-meter station.

- Next planning meeting will be on the 14th.

4. Public Information & Outreach (P10). Updates given by Smitty WB1G:

- Flyer and media release have been distributed to ARRL members, Gold Country Media, K-Max TV,
and HRO (where flyers are on display and printed on receipts).

- T-shirt design finalized, featuring an American flag. Sales to start around May 15th, but shirts are al-
ready available online.

- Field Day is being aggressively marketed; PIO has been more manageable this year, aided by the
date change of the Hot RF Nights event.

- Trifolds and club promo cards are stocked (approx. 500 trifolds with Smitty) plus 25 to 30 with Brian
will be distributed to members for handouts.

- Field Day pins (GOTA and ARRL pins) are available for volunteers and participants; the tradition of
club purchasing these for awards continues and individual members can purchase them on their own.

5. Scholarship Program Update

Earl K6GPB provided a scholarship program update:

- Three candidates recommended for $1,000 scholarships each:
- Haley Green - Pre-med, Forest Hill High School
- Angel Jarawa - Industrial Engineering, Placer High School
- Logan Abbott - Engineering, Colfax High School

- The board supported the committee’s recommendations and will proceed with awarding the scholar-
ships.

- Scholarships will remain consistent at $1,000 each despite available funds, to ensure stable offerings
year-to-year.

- The application window has closed as of April 30. The website will be updated to reflect this.

- Letters of acceptance and non-selection to be drafted and sent by the committee, with check prepa-
ration to follow.

- There is a time constraint for notifying the Placer Union School District (school scholarship events
taking place next week), so timely communication is crucial.



6. General Officer & Director Updates

- Presentation for the upcoming general meeting; finalized slide deck circulated.
- Food closet update:

- Current needs: Jellies, paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex

- Peanut butter supply is sufficient; these donations support children’s lunches.

- Touch & Take It event: Second round scheduled, with equipment giveaways and some items for sale
(to be separated from free items).

7. Membership Report

April activity:

- 5 new memberships

- 7 class enrollments

- 1 repeater donation ($10)

- Laurie to email details to Mark for inclusion in the update slides.

Meeting adjourned at 1915 Hrs

Next Steps

1. Frank to resubmit the financial spreadsheet with Lori's updated figures to Lori, Ron, and Jim for final
review.

2. Finalize and circulate official financials from the HamFest event to the board; communicate results
in the upcoming newsletter.

3. Follow up with Derek regarding confirmation of the spider beam for Field Day.
4. Smitty to draft, distribute, and promote Field Day media releases and t-shirt marketing as of May 15.
5. Update the scholarship information on the website to show the application is closed for this year.

6. Scholarship committee to draft acceptance/rejection letters and send information promptly for
school presentations.

7. Mark to promote the distribution of trifolds and club cards at next meeting.
8. Continue preparing for "Touch & Take It" with clear separation of for-sale and free items.
9. Laurie to email membership, class registration, and donation data to Mark for records and slides.

10. Promote current food closet priorities (jellies, paper products) to membership.



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

SFARC Secretary | Bob Patton (N6GEMS)
Date and Time: May 8, 2026, 19:30 Hrs

Location: Placer County Health and Human Services Conference Center

Meeting Minutes

1. Logistics and Safety Information

The meeting opened with standard logistics and safety details provided:
- Restroom locations were described.

- In case of emergency, attendees should gather in the parking lot across the street, and the sign-in list
will be used for roll call.

2. New Members, Visitors, and Club Updates
- First-time visitors and new members were acknowledged.

- The club offers monthly introductory classes and license testing (first Monday of each month); all are
invited to participate.

- Last month's minutes were approved without amendments.

- The club currently has 343 members in the system. Members are requested to update their contact
information in Ham Club Online and not use ARRL aliases, as they are not supported.

3. Scholarship and Discount Program Announcements

- The organization has become one of only 10 non-university BE teams administering the "Teen and
Young Adult Scholarship Program."

- This initiative provides free exams and the first FCC license for individuals aged 25 or younger.
- The first recipient is Claire Hunter (KO6NOH), received her license this week.

- Club is now offering a **50% discount on all exams** for active/past military and first responders; in
the past two weeks, two military personnel and one EMS member benefited.

- Bob has joined as a new VE, and Kerry has joined as an Elmer.

4. Fundraising and Club Event Announcements

- Sales of donated equipment reported a profit of almost $5,000 at HamFest, which will support the
scholarship program.

- “Donuts in the Park” event will be held on Saturday, starting at 9:00 AM; setup starts around 7:30
AM . **

- Attendees are encouraged to bring chairs, and supplies for sun and mosquitoes.



5. Field Day Event Preparations (June 27-28, 2024)
- Field Day runs June 27th through 28th, 2026.

- Volunteers needed for “bandmasters” to optimize radio operations; 24-hour event needing several
volunteers.

- Setup will begin Friday at 8:30—9:00 AM with a pre-event and safety brief for all volunteers.
- Bob will provide a demonstration of safety equipment.
- Last year, there was a medical emergency; volunteers were praised for health and safety vigilance.

- Spaces for tents/trailers are available for participants wishing to stay overnight.

6. GOTA (Get on the Air) Operations and Points

- GOTA operators (first-year amateurs) earn extra points; Maxim and others were encouraged to par-
ticipate for bonus points (2x or 3x standard points).

- Tom (NN6H) is leading the GOTA station.

7. Meals and Merchandise

- Food will be provided for the event: tri-tip and chicken for dinner, pizza for the setup night, and break-
fast.

- Field Day T-shirts are available online, celebrating the 250th anniversary of the United States.

- Shirts come in three styles (women'’s version, men's premium & standard), costing about $4-$5 dif-
ference.

8. Aries and Equipment Donations
- Aries is working on new field operation guides and net control process.

- Brian received donated radio equipment (Kinley TMG7F7, Diamond X50 antenna, Astron 20A power
supply) for new licensees, courtesy of Placer County ARES.

9. LiFePO4 Battery Education Session

- Greg (KO6TH) presented a workshop on lithium iron phosphate (LFP) batteries, covering do’s and
don’ts, correct charging procedures, and key technical differences replace lead-acid batteries. The
video will be available on the YouTube channel.

Next Steps
1. Update your contact information in Ham Club Online, using a real email—not an ARRL alias.

2. Military and first responders: register for exams with your service information to receive discounted
rates.



3. Participate in “Donuts in the Park” at 9:00 AM on Saturday; remember to bring chairs and weather
protection.

4. Volunteer as a bandmaster or set-up crew for Field Day (June 26-28); arrive by 8:30-9:00 AM for
pre-brief.

5. Order your Field Day T-shirt via the provided link; three versions available.

6. New licensees in need should contact Brian for donated equipment.

7. Review Greg's presentation slides on LiFePO4 batteries for further details and best practices.
Dennis WU6X gave a DX report about working a Greek submarine

The drawing was held and Jim KE6POR, and John KEG6JEM were the winners of HRO gift cards.

Meeting was adjourned



ADVERTISEMENTS

Dennis H. Gregory

110‘4

Computer Repairs and Support

Reasonable rates, free consultation

rrirud T T o e Lan

Businoss Lanss 2114527
Phone: 530-305-0180 Email: yourmissioncontrol@att.net
Auburn, CA Web: www. yourmissioncontrol.com

DJ AND EMCEE

SERVICES
SINCE 1992

SMITH DIGITAL SERVICES
{916) 773-1999 | DJSMITTY.COM

SFARC members in good standing can request to have a business-card sized advertisement
displayed in the club newsletter. Contact the newsletter editor for more information about how you can
have your card in this space.



