
  

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
            October 8th @ 7:30pm 

  General Meeting 
 

 
           October 30th @ 7:30am 
                  Club Breakfast 
 

 
           October 30th @ 9:00am 
                      Fox Hunt 
          Regional Park in Auburn 
 

 
                      October 31st  

                    Halloween 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

Join us every morning @ 7:30am 
for the Coffee Break Net on the 
W6EK repeater 145.43, PL 162.2 
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CLUB NET  
Thursdays, 7:30PM, W6EK/R 145.430 
 

CLUB MEETINGS     
Second Friday of the month,  
Crossroads Church @7:30pm 
1101 Auburn Ravine Rd, Auburn 
 

CLUB BREAKFAST  
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1730 Grass Valley Hwy, Auburn 7:30AM 
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We encourage members to receive Sierra Signals via email to save the Club the cost of reproduction and mailing   
 
Sierra Signals is published monthly by the Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club for the information of its members and friends, and is distributed via E-mail and USPS mail. 
Opinions expressed are those of the authors. Newsletter exchanges with other clubs via E-mail are welcomed. Contact the editor to be placed on the E-mailing list. The contents 
of Sierra Signals are copyrighted by the Sierra Foothills Amateur Radio Club, and all rights are reserved. That said, we will gladly permit republications for non- profit uses of all 
text material. Photos require the consent of all persons pictured in them, and some of our material is copyrighted by others and published by permission. You'll need to contact 
them for permission. 
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        President’s Message 
               By Brian Gohl – AI6US,   
               President 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
New Club Meeting Location 
 
With the tremendous membership growth over the past year, we realized that as we transitioned back 
to in-person meetings, we had outgrown the Auburn City Hall's Rose Room. For months we have 
searched without success for a suitable meeting location. I am happy to announce that the Friday, 
October 8th Board and Club meetings will be held in a new location. A big Thank You to Jim - WA8MPA 
for arranging for the SFARC meetings to be held at the Crossroads Church - South Campus Gymnasium! 
1101 Auburn Ravine Road, Auburn, CA 95603. https://goo.gl/maps/2dBzDFtknSM77UTD9 
 
The beautiful Crossroads Church campus offers plenty of parking, easy access and the gym has a large 
seating area, chairs, tables, kitchen, fast Internet. The pastor appreciates our involvement and 
contributions within the community and has been made the facility available at no cost! What is the 
catch? We simply need to leave the place as we found it or as we do, even better! Please consider 
coming a little early to help set-up and stay a few minutes afterwards to tidy up the area. To express our 
thanks to the church for their generous offer, we would like to support their community food bank and 
suggest monthly donations made possible by each member bringing non-perishable food items to each 
meeting. We will collect these items at the check-in table and give you an entry ticket for the evening's 
drawing! 
 
A few weeks ago the board and a set-up team toured the facility and developed a game plan for our first 
meeting. Last week, Chip – KM6MDF and Jim installed new LED lighting in the Dairy Road parking lot. 
Thank you! The lot is now very nicely lit. A few AV items have been ordered to provide better audio and 
support for the continuing live online meeting Zoom stream. New SFARC banners will welcome and 
direct attendees to the gym entrance.  
 
To celebrate the new club meeting location with our in-person attendees, we will be hosting a special 
event. “A Touch It - Take It” table will be set-up in the entry. You pick-up an item, decide how much it is 
worth to you and place a donation in the jar to go towards future club events. The club's extensive 
library has grown during the past years and new titles available for check-out. Additional drawing tickets 
will be available to purchase for $1 each.  Buy 5 tickets and receive a free 6th ticket. Remember to wear 
your name badge and receive an extra drawing ticket. Prizes include a Yaesu FT-70D HT, Solder Rework 
Station, Gift Cards and more! 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/2dBzDFtknSM77UTD9#_blank
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Members are welcome to attend the in-person board meeting at 6pm and we look forward to seeing 
everyone for the in-person and Zoom stream club meeting at 7:30pm! We are very excited to meet in-
person once again, in this wonderful spacious area! 
 
 
Fox Hunt 
 
If you are a first-time fox hunter and want to learn about the radio direction finder sport or a seasoned 
hunter, meet us at Regional Park in Auburn on Saturday, October 30th at 9am for a morning of radio 
direction finding fun and learning. This first Fox Hunt event will be simple search within the park. Bring 
your own RDF gear or we will have locator units available. Doug - W2VX has graciously designed and 
built 8 locators to attach to your HT via a SMA Female.  If you have a different connector on your HT, 
bring an adapter. Thank you to Greydon - KC6SLE for final assembly and testing the units.  
 
Regional Park is less than two miles from Mel's Diner on hwy 49. Enjoy the club breakfast at 7:30 then 
head over to the park for a few hours. We will be meeting at the recreation building: 3770 Richardson 
Dr, Auburn, CA 95602.  https://goo.gl/maps/KeHrRHzBY3AQdycw6 
 
 
Election in November 
 
The SFARC election will be held during the November club meeting. Please mark your calendar for 
November 12th and be sure to attend the club meeting to vote in-person or via Zoom. If you are 
interested in being placed in nomination, it isn't too late. Contact Rich – AA6RS as soon as possible to be 
placed on the ballot. 
 
 
Christmas Party  
 
The Christmas party has been scheduled for Saturday, December 4th, 6pm at the Auburn Crossroads 
Church – South Campus gymnasium. Jim – WA8MPA has offered to chair the party, but we need you to 
volunteer. We have several members already working on the event planning. Please contact Jim and let 
him know that you want to be part of team putting on the biggest event of the year. Delicious food, 
great company, trivia contest, slide show, prizes!  
 
 
Looking forward to talking with you again, a little further down the logbook! 
Until then, 73 
Brian Gohl – AI6US 
SFARC President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/KeHrRHzBY3AQdycw6
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Colfax Railroad Days is a celebration of Colfax's role in the 

construction of the Transcontinental Railroad. It was the 

terminus for supplies, equipment and laborers for their 

push to build the railroad bed through the Sierra and 

beyond.  

 

This year it was held on September 18 & 19, 2021.  

 

https://colfaxrailroaddays.com 

 

 

One of the event organizers emailed and asked if an SFARC member would be 

interested in providing a Morse Code demonstration at the Railroad museum.  

 

Matt - N6MMS volunteered and provided demonstrations on both Saturday and 

Sunday at this free family event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                 (Photo Credit:  Greydon - KC6SLE) 
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What is it?  
 
 

Hint: This item was used by amateurs to assist in RF alignment of 
analog transmitters and transceivers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer is on page 12 of this newsletter 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

Video Conference Zoom Meeting 
September 10, 2021 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Brian/AA6US at 6:05 PM. In attendance in addition to 
Brian were Vice-President Greg/KO6TH, Treasurer Jeff/KM6RGO and Directors Gerry/WA6E, 
Wayne/W6DT and Chip/KN6MDF. Also present were Repeater Trustee Clyde/AB4CC and Jim/WA8MPA. 
 
The August 13th minutes were accepted as submitted.  
 
Treasurer Jeff/KM6RGO reported an additional Field Day expenses of $36. He also reported that we had 
received a donation in the amount of $500 from the Western States Endurance Run Foundation. 
 
President Brian/AI6US announced that the club also received a very generous gift of the expenses for 
the Ice Cream Social and Watermelon Spitting Contest in the Park from our members Roy/WH7DH and 
Michele/WH7QC Bauer who will be leaving us for about a year and a half while volunteering for their 
church.  
 
Gerry/WA6E reported he and Jeff/KM6RGO were starting to test membership software and will report 
when there is something to report. A discussion was had about the award for work and volunteering for 
the club.  
 
A proposal was made to select a member to name it after and whether that was appropriate given that 
most people don't know or remember past members. It was suggested that off line conversations might 
be best to work on this issue.  
 
A repeater update was given by the repeater trustee, Clyde/AB4CC. The repeater is running on reduced 
power while looking for some noise issues. The repeater frequencies have also been coordinated.  
 
The club is looking for a greeter, perhaps both online and in person as the current greeter team of 
Roy/WH7DH and Jacob will be gone for about a year and a half.  
 
Dennis/WU6X advised that we have 222 members for our Groups I/O account. Jeff/KM6RGO is working 
with Amir/N6ADL on moving file for storage. Jeff/KM6RGO also noted that with the addition of the new 
members this month we were up to 226 members.  
 
Chip/KN6MDF who coordinates our volunteer events reported that the CERO Crazy Miner Motorcycle 
Enduro was still on and he would give further updates as he receives then, perhaps via the morning 
Coffee Break Net or the Thursday Night club net. 
 
At our first in person meeting scheduled for October 8, 2021, Jim/WA8MPA announced that we have a 
large accumulation of ham radio related items and he was going to have a “You touch it you buy/take it” 
event. A table at the entryway will have many items sorted by suggested donation for attendees to 
select from Many real bargains were promised.  
 
 



7 
 
A discussion occurred about the refreshments usually provided at club meetings. Given the times we 
now live in, we agreed that for the moment items would be limited to things like water and individually 
wrapped snacks. It was pointed out that it would be hard to get to the new meeting site without going 
by a Starbucks or Dutch Brothers if someone wanted coffee.  
 
President Brian/AI6US advised that Rich/AA6RS, who was the nomination committee, would present the 
results of his hard work in the form of a slate of candidates who will run for club offices for next year. 
We will encourage any others who wish to run to do so.  
 
There has been no response from our efforts to renew the repeater site lease from the business 
manager. Time to escalate and request a meeting with the Superintendent.  
 
The change of meeting location was unanimously approved by the board by electronic voting during the 
last two weeks.  
 
The next Board Meeting will be held on October 8th at the new meeting location, the Crossroads Church 
1101 Auburn Ravine Road in Auburn. A tour of the facilities for new and old board members will be held 
on September 15 at 6 PM. Use the Dairy Road entrance on Dairy Road.  
 
The Board discussed having some prize giveaway at the next in person meeting. A discussion was held 
about if that were fair to members who choose not to attend for health reasons and how to resolve that 
issue. Off line discussions among the board may help resolve this dilemma.  
 
Finally, President Brian advised that the club now needs storage for a number of items that he has been 
storing at his shop/office. The total volume was estimated to be about the size of a regular pallet and 
about 4 feet high. Jeff/KM6RGO agreed to check to see if he had the space after rearranging a few 
things. 
 
A final reminder was made that the next Board meeting would be at our new location.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 PM. Submitted by Wayne Stilwell/W6DT 
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“WHAT IS IT?” 
 

 

 
 

Answer:   HP AC RF Probe (Not an amateur's torture device!) 
 

 

 

 

The 11036A AC Probe is used with the HP Model 410C Electronic Voltmeter for ac 

voltage measurements from 20 Hz to 700 MHz. The voltmeter, with the probe, has an 

accuracy of ±3% of full scale from 100 Hz to 100 MHz and ±10% of full scale from 

20 Hz to 100 Hz and 100 MHz to 700 MHz. The maximum input voltage for the 

probe is 30 to 300 volts rms, depending on the frequency of the signal. The probe 

contained a custom vacuum tube so that the circuit under test was not loaded. 

(Without such a probe the RF circuit could be adversely affected by the meter's input 

impedance) 
 



 

    
 
 
 


