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CLUB MEETINGS 
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CLUB BREAKFAST 
Last Sat of the month at Mel’s Diner 
1730 Grass Valley Hwy, Auburn 7:30AM 
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Norm Medland, W6AFR 
Bob Brodovsky, K6UDA 
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Calendar of Events 

 
 

 

April 5th: 
Easter Sunday 

 
April 10th: 

Club Meeting 
 

April 25th: 
Club Breakfast 

 
April 25th: 

Rocklin Public Safety Day 
 

April 26th: 
MS Walk in Folsom 
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 Highlights from our first swap meet 

 Bill Aston W6JDT SK 

 John Grant Webb, W7GE SK 

 The Invisible Tower  

 2015 SFARC Field Day T-shirt 

 Board & General Minutes  
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March 15, 2015. Wow. As I sit here on the sofa soaking my feet anddddddddd.... I'm awake.  
 
Seriously. I can hardly believe we pulled this one off. It was incredible. I never imagined it would be as big as it 
was or as well received by the ham community. Two years ago I proposed doing a swap meet and it was 
received pretty lukewarm. After bringing it up again last year and being named the committee chair I started to 
question my intelligence as well as my sanity.  
 
I'd never planned a large event and had no idea what hosting a hamfest entailed. Luckily for me Carl WF6J has 
had plenty of swap experience from some of the other area clubs. Carl gave me lists of things that needed to 
happen if a swap meet was going to happen. Carl also contacted every club and media outlet on the planet to 
get the word out.    

How to do a ham swap in three easy steps 
 

By Bob Brodovsky, K6UDA 

 

I'm compiling a manual on putting this swap 
together so the next guy (or gal) who takes this on 
isn't trying to reinvent the wheel. The secret sauce 
though really is surrounding yourself with capable 
folks who are committed to getting the job done 
right. My hats off to everyone who participated, 
which was most of the club. However, I give most 
of the credit to Carl. Let's start planning for next 
year. The location and date are pretty much written 
in stone, but I see the opportunity to grow this into 
a true 3 ring circus. Once and for all let’s make 
SFARC "the" club to be a part of in Northern CA. or 
the State of Jefferson. Whichever.  

You guys and gals know I’m not the guy who likes the 
status quo, but what I’d like to propose for next year is 
bigger and better. First, I’d like to utilize more area for 
the swap. We can go all the way down to the circle at 
the end of the park. Next, I’d like to work on bigger 
vendors and maybe an HRO, Elecraft, or Icom display. I 
think a VE session would work out very nicely and last, 
I think to myself, how about a seminar? How about a    
D-Star University? I can work on getting the big names 
in the D-Star industry to come to little ol’ Loomis and 
build a production that Barnum & Bailey would be 
proud of. Who’s with me? 
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SFARC 2015 ham swap meet 
 
     It was Pi day, 3/14/15, around 6 am, when I first tuned into the W6EK repeater. The box 

was alive and busy with information to and from everyone as they began their journey towards 

the Loomis train depot. The sun had not even reached the horizon when the vendors were 

loading in and setting up shop for that morning’s event. Being late to this swap meet would not 

be an option. Pulling into the parking lot around 7 am seemed to be perfect timing. 

 

     The fully coordinated parking effort was very nice and convenient. Answers to any 

questions were as easy as finding a neon vest.  It was around 9:26 am and the SFARC first 

annual swap meet was well under way. I had everything set up between WB6EDR Dick and 

NO6NO Dave that I was going to sell. I had my raffle tickets in hand and I was trying not to 

get overwhelmed. This was my first ham swap and I wanted to make the most of the quickly 

fading morning. 

 

     The smell of kettle corn and old electronics and the sounds of bargains galore! This was 

the place to be if you wanted to look at cool stuff and talk to awesome guys (and girls!) about 

anything radio related. There were things to look at you would never know existed with 

nostalgic and historic value unsurpassed by any modern retailer. 

 

     I stayed to the very end without ever realizing it. I came, I saw, I swapped. K6UDA Bob 

did an amazing job and I want to thank everyone from the club for making my first ham swap 

better than I could have imagined. I’m looking forward to the rest of this year’s upcoming 

swaps and will be back in Loomis for 2016! 

 

73, 

KK6RXT 

Jason from Auburn 
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Bill Aston, W6JDT SK 
 
Bill Aston passed away February 23, 2015 after a long 
bout with declining health.  Bill was a very active ham, 
constantly building simple projects such as solid-state 
regenerative receivers and was very active on CW.  He 
worked the world with QRP CW, his favorite mode.  He 
amassed a collection of QST magazines that was missing 
only a few issues in the early 1900's.  He was an avid 
swap-meet buyer and had a wide variety, and a garage 
full, of ham equipment.  In earlier years, Bill attended the 
SFARC Field Day and worked his QRP CW to bring the club 
extra points.  When amateur-radio packet began, Bill was 
an early adopter, and he and I would correspond 
regularly in that mode.  When the internet became 
widely available, he transitioned to it and was quite 
comfortable browsing the net. Bill was 81.  Working him 
now would surely be a DX record. 

 

John Grant Webb, W7GE SK 
 
John Grant Webb was born on September 21, 1929, in 
Gerber, California. He got his Ham radio license in Reno, 
Nevada in 1948. Over the years he had four different call 
signs: W6ZTM, W7MAH, W6RCW, and finally W7GE. The 
last call sign was particularly suited to him as he worked 
for General Electric in the 2-Way Radio Division for 25 
years.  
 
He was a Colonel in the United States Air Force (Reserves, 
and  Air National Guard). He passed away on November 
12, 2014 in Auburn, California, and is survived by his wife 
of 58 years, Shirley Webb, daughters Debbie Forsman, 
Donna Webb, son Scott Webb, six grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren. 
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2015 SFARC Field Day T-shirt 

 
 

Ladies & Gentlemen,  

 

I present the 2015 SFARC Field Day T-shirt. Contact Bob K6UDA to order. The Cost 

will be $15.00 each sizes S thru XL. Add a buck for bigger. I’m working on a long sleeve 

option and call sign option but I’m thinking we use the club name badges and leave the 

shirts as is. I’ll start a signup sheet at the next meeting, and no, your credit is not good 

with me. 

 

BTW, for those wondering what that means at the bottom, it’s the Grid coordinates at 

Nyack.  

 

73, 

Bob K6UDA 

(916)871-0726 

K6UDA@att.net 

 

 

mailto:K6UDA@att.net
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 
March 13, 2015 

 

 

The SFARC Board meeting for March commenced at 1805 hours at the Sizzler restaurant back room in Auburn. 

Roll Call:  All officers and Directors were present.  Also present was guest Dennis WU6X. 

REPORTS and DISCUSSIONS 

President’s Report: Tyghe-KD6MLH began discussion on developing a club policy on social media content. The 
board decided that Director Birton will write a draft social media policy for board approval. Tyghe reported 
George-KG6LSB wants to hand over the club general meeting drawing by July. 

VP Report: Bob-K6UDA suggested the draft policy to amend the club bi-laws and/or policy on social media to 
include any links to outside web sites. 

Secretary’s Report: Bruce-K6BAA received the insurance certificate for the Nyack site for FD2015 and will draft a 
letter to Grant Wells and will follow up with a telephone call. 

Treasurer’s Report: Richard-WA6RWS reported net cash on hand at beginning of February of $7691.62; income 
of $950.15 from renewals and a donation from Joe-KN6RH with an ending balance of $8194.13. Delinquent 
members were discussed and Richard reported an estimated 70 members are delinquent. 

Repeater: Richard – WA6RWS advised he is purchasing a three port repeater controller and will use the old 
controller as a spare. He is anticipating an expenditure of $ 475 to $ 500 for the new unit. Additionally, a new 2 
meter receiver crystal has been ordered.  

OTHER DISCUSSIONS 

Robert-W6RBL discussed items needed at tomorrow’s swap meet. Bob-K6UDA advised he will review the final 
preparations of the swap meet at the general meeting. 

Dennis-WU6X Advised the board he would have a Field Day equipment signup sheet at the club meeting and 
would like to discuss the Yahoo Group site to club members. Dennis additionally suggested anyone posting onto 
the Yahoo site be a member of the club. Burton made a motion to restrict posting to paid members only on the 
Yahoo site. Jim-WA8MPA seconded, and the board approved.  

Jim-WA8MPA reported on refreshments planned for the general meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 1840. Submitted by Bruce-K6BAA, Club Secretary 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
March 13, 2015 

 
 

The SFARC General meeting for March commenced at 1930 hours at the Auburn City Hall Rose Room, President 
Tyghe-KD6MLH presiding. All Officers and Directors were present. Tyghe led approximately 48 members and 
guests in a Pledge of Allegiance to the flag followed by an introduction of Officers, members and guests. 

REPORTS:  
Past minutes: Minutes were approved as posted in the Newsletter on motion. 

President’s Report: Tyghe briefly discussed the agenda and then called for Officers’ reports. 

VP’s Report: Bob-K6UDA advised tonight’s Tech-Ten presentation will cover tomorrow’s ham Swap meet. Bob 
also discussed the FD2015 t-shirt. 

VE’s Report: Dave-NO6NO, VE reported that (12) candidates passed, two of whom were license upgrades. 
Secretary’s Report: Bruce-K6BAA requested input for the club newsletter; a Welcome letter available for new 
members and guests, and a reminder to the membership to sign the attendance sheet. 

Treasurer’s Report: Richard-WA6RWS reported net cash on hand at the beginning of February of $7691.62; 
$950.15 renewal/donation income and balance of $8194.13. 

Repeater Report: Richard-WA6RWS updated members on the continuing repeater maintenance and reminded 
everyone to update their club roster information. 

Sunshine Report: Richard-WA6RWS discussed John Webb’s passing and Secretary Bruce-K6BAA asked the 
membership for information and a photo of John so it could be included in the April newsletter. Ron-NC6U 
advised he would contact John’s family for information. 

Refreshments/Drawing: George-WB6LSB reviewed items planned for the drawing and reported Dave-NO6NO 
will take over the drawing in July. Jim-WA8MPA reported on refreshments for the break. 

 ARES: Fred-KF7QVB reminded club ARES members to see him for identification card photographs. 

Yahoo Group: Dennis-WU6X, administrator for the Yahoo Group Site, gave the membership an overview and 
advised he would be programing Baofeng radios during the break. Tyghe-KD6MLH added that posting on the 
Yahoo Site is restricted to club members only and a club social media site policy is soon to be posted. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Field Day 2015: Mark-W8BIT gave a report of FD2015 Committee discussions and decisions. Mark asked for a 20 
meter and VHF Band Captain. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Committees: Richard-WA6RWS called to the podium, the 2013 Field Day Chairman Art-W6EQF and presented to 
him his long overdue 2013 Field Day t-shirt. 

General Announcements: The Club Net meets every Thursday at 7:30pm; Board and General Meetings occur on 
the 2nd Friday, Board meeting is held at Sizzler Restaurant in Auburn, and General meetings at 7:30pm at 
Auburn City Hall. The Club breakfast is held on the last Saturday at Mel’s Diner in Auburn; an Elmer Net is held 
the first and third Wednesday night at 7:30pm on the 2m repeater. See www.w6ek.org for more information. 

Tech-10 & Presentation: The Tech-10 was presented by Bob-K6UDA who conducted an extensive discussion on 
final swap meet preparations for tomorrow. 

The meeting adjourned at 2050. Submitted by Bruce-K6BAA, Club Secretary 
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SIERRA FOOTHILLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB      
P.O. Box 6421, Auburn, CA  95604 
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SIERRA FOOTHILLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB     2015 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

P.O. Box 6421, Auburn, CA  95604 

 
 
Name: ________________________________ Call: ___________ Class: ___ e-mail: ____________________________ 
 

Address: ______________________________ City: ____________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________________ 
 

Associate Name: ________________________ Call: ___________ Class: ____ email: ___________________________ 
 

Phone: ____________________________ Cellphone: ____________________ Application is: (Circle)    New      Renewal 
 

Dues / Donations: 
 

Membership: yearly* $ 22.00              Name Badge:   $ 7.00      Yes    (special name)______________ 
Associate: yearly* $   7.00              Repeater Donation: $___________ 
Auto Patch Donation:  $___________ Newsletter Booster: $___________ 
Misc. Donation:  $___________ Christmas Donation: $___________        ARRL member? (circle)    Yes    No 
 

     TOTAL:   $__________ Please add $1 if paying via PayPal 
 
*Prorated dues for NEW Members/Associates Only 
July  $  20 /6  October  $  14/3 + following year 
August  $  18/5  November $  12/2+ following year 
September $  16/4  December $  10/1 + following year 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY:   DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 
 
Date: __________________ Treasurer: _________________ Secretary: _______________ Roster: ______________ 
 

Payment: _______________ Check Number: _____________ Cash: __________________ PayPal:______________ 

Rev. Oct 2014 

 


