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From the 
President's 

Shack 

Richard 

WA6RWS 
The March meeting was just great and it was good to see all 
of you that came to the meeting. Mary Ann had a great 

presentation and everyone learned a lot. Thanks to Bob and 
Joe for handling the raffle. Also thanks to Hillary for 

working the snack bar and Bill and Shannon for providing 

the cookies. 

Also thanks to Jim for repairing the 2 meter receiver at the 
repeater site so quickly. He hasn’t sent the bill yet, but I 
know his rates are reasonable!!! 

The April meeting should be very good. Eldred sure has 
lined up some great speakers. 

Just a reminder that the MS walk in Auburn will be on April 

13" We still need some more operators. Thanks to those 
who have already volunteered. 

Remember to let me know or Fred if you would like the 
newsletter sent to you by email. It will save us the cost of 
postage and copying. 

Field day is on the horizon and so it is time to clean the 
cobwebs off your portable stuff so you can join us at field 
day at Nyack. Looking for volunteers for a multitude of jobs 

to make field day a success. Looking forward to seeing 

everyone at the April meeting. 

2B, 

Richard, WA6RWS 

Secretary 

Steve 

KF60CE 

(Ed. Note: Steve has begun supplying minutes for both the 
regular club meetings and the Board meetings. We're a bit 

behind, so we have two of each for this issue. Minutes are 

normally published without editing, however with four 
meetings, these have been adjusted in places, without 

changing the meaning, to conserve space.) 

SFARC Board Meeting 2002-01/04 

Members Present 

Name Call 

Roeckman. Rob 2002 Board Member WABULL 
Cunninaham. Debbie 2002 Board Member KF6LXN 

Cunninaham. Garv 2002 General Member KQ6RT 

Diridoni. Matt 2002 Board Member KC6RUO 

Faulkner. Steven 2002 Secretarv KF6OCE 

Hedaneth. Roaer 2002 Board Member N7TK 

Hudson. Mike 2002 Treasurer KG6EFK 

Kuenner. Richard 2002 President WA6RWS, 

Svivia. Joe 2002 General Member KF60QY 

Wilkerson. Eldred 2002 Vice President KD6ZSL 

19:00 Outgoing Secretary Joe Sylvia explained the duties of 
the club secretary to myself and then surrendered all Club 
Secretary property to me (Steven Faulkner). 

19:14 SFARC President Richard Kuepper called the Board 

meeting to order. It was held at Round Table Pizza in 

Loomis Ca. 

Board Member Roger Hedgpeth moved and Bob Boeckman 
seconded to affirm SFARC member Mike Hudson as the 
2002 Treasurer for which he volunteered for when no one 

else made themselves available for the position. Motion 
carried unanimously 

Vice President Eldred Wilkerson then briefly gave an outline 

of his agenda for speakers to appear at upcoming general 

membership meetings. All agreed that the program 

presented by Eldred was an aggressive and welcomed one. 

Member Debbie Cunningham raised a question about the 

availability of the Auburn Library for future SFARC 
meetings. Vice President Eldred will verify the reservation 

status of the library. 

Board Member Bob Boeckman made a motion, seconded by 
President Richard to pay the meeting room space to the City 
for the entire year. All present voted to approve the motion. 

Outgoing 2001 Treasurer Debbie Cunningham filed the 

treasurers report for 200land surrendered all SFARC 
Treasurer property to Mike Hudson. 

Member Gary Cunningham surrendered the key to the club’s 

post office box to President Richard and outgoing Treasurer 

Debbie Cunningham surrendered her key to Mike Hudson. 

Board Member Bob Boeckman gave a presentation on the 
“Make A Wish” program. He described how used TV sets 

and VCR’s (even not working) could be used to benefit this 

program. He then made a motion to have SFARC sponsor 

this pursuit as a club outreach program. Member Debbie 
Cunningham seconded it. Motion carried unanimously. 

Member Gary Cunningham gave a presentation on ADOBE 
Acrobat and how it could improve internal club 

communications and the club newsletter, and its ability to be 

emailed. Vice President Eldred moved that the club 
purchase Adobe Acrobat for $60.00 for the club and to allow
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Gary to purchase it for the club. Member Roger Hedgpeth 
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

President Richard asked for any further business. Hearing 

none, he asked for a motion to adjourn. Member Roger 

Hedgpeth so moved, seconded by Vice President Eldred. 

Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 20:05. 

Respectfully submitted this 7" day of January 2002, 

Steven E Faulkner, KF6OCE 
SFARC 2002 Secretary 

SFARC Board Meeting 2002-02/01 

Members Present 

Name Call 

Boeckman, Bob 2002 Board Member WA6ULL 

Cunninaham. Deb 2002 Board Member KF6LXN 

Cunninaham. Garv 2002 General Member KQ6RT 

Faulkner. Steven E. 2002 Secretary KF6OCE 

Hedaneth. Roaer 2002 Board Member N7TK 

Hudson. Mike 2002 Treasurer KG6EFK 

Keunner. Richard 2002 President WA6RWS: 
Wilkerson F R 200? Vice President KN67SI 

18:43 Club President Richard Kuepper, WA6RWS, called 
the board meeting to order and asked for the treasurer’s 
report. 

Treasurer Mike Hudson, KG6EFK, gave a verbal treasurer 

report and will file a copy with the secretary at the next 
general club meeting. 

He then shared a letter that he received, sent by the owner of 

The Radio Place. It was an announcement that the store is 
up for sale and that the owner was quitting the business. 
Mike informed us that he received a letter notifying us that 

the club has hazard insurance. He will keep that letter in his 
files. 

Mike will put together a budget for 2002 and present it at the 

next board meeting. 

Vice President Eldred, KD6ZSL, presented a list of 

suggestions for speaker guidelines. He felt that the 
presentation given by Calvin Groom of the Salvation Army 
was an excellent presentation, but ran a little too long due to 

the speaker adding too much commentary to each focal point 
of his discussion. A copy of this guideline will be attached 

to these minutes. Eldred reminded us that Wayne Mikel 
KE6DJE would be giving the presentation for the general 
club meeting for February. 

Richard, WAORWS, suggested we change the starting time 
of the board meeting to 19:00 hours on the first Friday of 
each month. A general discussion was had and a decision 

was made to utilize the 19:00 hour start time but to remain 

flexible in case of future events that may cause us to change 
the meeting time on a meeting-by-meeting basis. 

Richard, WA6RWS, asked the board members if they had 

any business. Debbie, KF6LXN, and Bob, WA6ULL 

indicated they had none. Roger, N7TK, mentioned that we 

need to begin preparations for Field Day. Richard will ask 

for a volunteer at the next general meeting. If none is found, 

then Richard, WA6RWS, and Roger, N7TK, will act as co- 

chairmen of the Field Day exercise. 

e Gary Cunningham KQ6RT will secure the generator 

from United Rentals. 

e Bob, WA6ULL, and Roger, N7TK, will look into 

setting up 

e Richard, WA6RWS, will secure permission from Grant 
Wells so that we can use the property at Nyack again. 

19:30 Richard, WA6RWS, adjourned the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted this 4" day of February 2002, 

Steven E Faulkner, KF6OCE 

Secretary 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

February 8", 2002 

19:40 Club President Richard Kuepper, WA6RWS, called 

the meeting to order, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

He introduced the club’s officers, and then asked each 

attendee to introduce themselves. 

Officers’ Reports: Vice President Eldred Wilkerson, 

KD6ZSL, announced that DX news is on the Internet, and 

then gave a short propagation report. 

Richard then asked the secretary to read the minutes of the 
last meeting. Rob Carpenter (call not known) moved and 

Bob, KD6WTY, seconded that the minutes be accepted as 

read. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mike Hudson gave the Treasurer’s report (a copy is filed 

with these minutes). Joe, KF6OQY, moved and Bob, 

KD6WTY, seconded to accept. Motion carried 
unanimously. (At this time we have 39 paid members, last 

year we had 70 total paid members) 

Richard then announced that the last newsletter to be sent 
out to members who have not renewed their membership 
would be the February issue. 

Richard then asked Gary Cunningham, KQ6RT, to introduce 

the prizes for tonight’s raffle. 

Old/Unfinished Business: None 

New Business: 

Joe, KF60QY, suggested that we spice up the net. A 
suggestion was made to possibly have a raffle for those who 
check in. This will be discussed in further board meetings. 

Joe then asked for more volunteers for the net control job. 
Casey McCartland, K6WJM, volunteered to join the net 

control operator’s pool. 

Joe suggested that the SFARC Club net on Thursdays begin 
at 19:00 instead of 19:30. A discussion was had and it was
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decided to make an announcement at the next net and also in 
the newsletter to query what the general membership felt 
about the time change. 

Birton Gilbert, N6UG, moved, seconded by Bob, KD6WTY, 

to have Richard Kuepper, WA6RWS, make the 

announcements on the net, and to inform the newsletter 

editor to include the possible time change in the newsletter 
for membership discussion. 

20:03 Richard Kuepper WA6RWS called for a short break. 

20:17 President Richard called the meeting back to order. 

He announced that the Speaker for the March general 
meeting will be Mary Ann Balthrope, KE6EST. She will 
discuss the Western States Endurance Run and the 
usefulness of ham radio to insure a safe journey for 

organized trek participants. 

Vice President Eldred then introduced Wayne Mikel, 
KE6DJE, and Gary Willit, KB7QWC, as the evening’s 

speakers on ARES preparedness. (Note: section coordinator 

is Dave Thorn) 

21:00 Gary Cunningham began the raffle 

21:14 Meeting adjourned. Attendance was 25. 

Respectfully submitted on this 12" day of February, 2002 

Steven E. Faulkner, KF6O0CE 

Secretary 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

March 8", 2002 
(Secy Note: Secretary Steven Faulkner, KF6OCE, was not 
at attendance at this meeting. Richard Kuepper, WA6RWS, 
took minutes. Thank you Richard for your outstanding work 

and double duty in my absence.) 

Meeting called to order by club President Richard, 

WAORWS, at 1935. Officers present, Mike, KG6EFK, 

treasurer. Absent, VP Eldred, KD6ZSL, had the flu and 

Secretary Steve, KF6OCE, was out of town. Directors 

Roger, N7TK, and Bob, WA6ULL, were present. Absent 

were Debbie, KF6LXN, and Gary KQ6RT, our raffle 
chairperson. 

The Parrish’s brought some cookies and Hillary, 

KF6NTY worked the snack bar. 

Mike gave the treasurer’s report and said we were still in the 
black. 

Everyone introduced themselves. 

Richard asked for volunteers for the MS walk on April 13" 
in Auburn. Eleven operators and two drivers are needed. 
Six members volunteered. Break was taken to buy raffle 
tickets. 

After the break Mary Ann, KE6EST, spoke on the Western 

States Endurance Run and how ham radio interfaces with the 
run. She put on a great show and there were lots of 

questions. 

Greg, KO6TH gave the satellite report when he claimed one 

of the raffle prizes. My apologies for not recognizing him 

during our regular meeting time for reports. 

Meeting adjourned at 2100 hrs. 
Richard, WAGRWS 

Respectfully submitted on this 16" day of March, 2002 

Steven E. Faulkner, KF6OCE 
Secretary 

40 Years 

Ago At The 
SFARC 

Gary 

KQ6RT 

Auburn, Calif. 
April 14, 1962 

8:25 P.M. 

Meeting was called to order by Pres. 

Dick Lund, in the C. D. room at the 
Fairgrounds. Minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and approved. 
Treasurer, Jim Carmen reported a balance 
on hand of $159.64. 

The club agreed to put up a 2 M station 

with George Lambert’s Gonset LV and a 75 

M station with Sage’s gear, at the JACL 

picnic on April 15th. 

A letter from the ARRL was read by Pres. 

Dick Lund regarding affiliation and 
about Field Day. Unfortunately, the club 
is unable to qualify with the required 
minimum 10 subscriptions needed, as of 

this date. 

Jim Carmen volunteered to get the 
station license started before the $5.00 

fee charge date. Because of this the 

club constitution needed some amendments 
added and so Frank Carmen made a motion 

that officers meet the following Wed., 

April 18th to modify the by-laws. This 

motion was passed and it was also 

decided that the club buy the latest 
license manual. 

After some Discussion on the need of a 

coffee pot it was decided that Frank 
Carmen and Lin Hunter get together and 
purchase one. 

The club definitely desires to hold a 

Field Day and arrangements are to he
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made immediately as to location, gear, 
etce 

A motion made by Jim Carmen that the 
club have a minimum of business and more 
work-out at the next meeting was 
approved. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sage Otow 

B, 
Gary, KQ6RT 

Vice 
President's 
Corner 

Eldred 

KDB6ZSL 

2002 Meeting Programs 

APRIL - QRP 

Bob Balthrope, KD6WTY, Tel: 1-916-682-9871, e-mail 
kdéwty@yahoo.com QRP presenter. Ask bob about QRP, he 
will tell you how to start, and transmit your radio signal 

around the world with a few watts. Would you like to build a 
QRP rig? Just ask Bob and all you will need a sardine can, 
or old aluminum pot (this will impress the wife like you are 
going to cook a pot of stew) at the same time ask for $20.00 
for cost over run, and open your junk box pull out some old 

tadio parts, coat hangers, coil wire, etc. 

(Ed. Note: This a “Tuna Tin-2” QRP CW transmitter 

constructed by Bob. He will likely have this, and other 

examples of his electronic skills in the ORP arena.) 

Volunteer Examiner Report 
Exam Dates for 2002 

Apr 10 May 8 

Jun 12 Jul 10 

Bob and Jerri plan to conduct exams once a month on the 
second Wednesday evening. Pre-registration is required. 
Contact Bob, W6SUP, or Jerri, K6GKR, for more 

information. 

Special arrangements and dates can be made to 
accommodate the disabled, including conducting tests at 

home. 

Bs 
Bob, W6SUP 
511 Oak St. 
Roseville, CA 95678 
916.783.7610 
w6sup@rsvi.net 

Amateur 

Satellites 

Greg 

KO6TH 

(Greg was unable to write his column this month due to 
other commitments. He will return to orbit in May) 

Coming Ham Events 

Foothill Flea Market - 2nd Saturday of each month from 

March through October at Foothill College, Los Altos. 

Livermore Swap Meet - Ist Sunday of each month at Las 
Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year. 

Talk in 147.045 from the west, 145.35 from the east. Contact 

Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, larkswap@usa.com 

North Hills Ham Swap 

The North Hills Radio Club will be holding it’s annual ham 

swap on Sunday, May 19, 2002. The event is held from 
0600 — 1200 PDT at Bella Vista High School, 8301 Madison
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Ave., Fair Oaks, CA (east of Sunrise on the north side of 

Madison). 

The raffle prizes will include (among others): 

1. ICOM-270H dual band mobile 

2. Uniden BC-80XLT handheld scanner 

3. A pair of Motorola FRS HTs 

Seller spaces (2-car stalls) are $10.00 and parking is free for 

buyers. The NHRC will have coffee, donuts, soft drinks, 

and hot dogs on sale as well. Talk-in is on K6IS — 145.19 (- 

/162.2) and 224.400 (-/no pl). For further information, visit 

the NHRC at http://www.kéis.org or email nhrc@kéis.org. 

Sunshine 
Report 

Jerri 

K6GKR 

(No news from Jerri, which is good news for us) 

Internet Radio Linking Project 
(Thanks to Tim Woodburn, W6TJW) 

The Internet Radio Linking Project was started back in 
November of 1997 as an attempt to use the internet to link 
radio systems across Canada. The aim of this project was to 

link radio systems separated by long distance without the use 

of expensive leased lines, satellites, or controllers. The IRLP 
runs a large network of dedicated servers and nodes to offer 
the very best in voice communications. The heart of the 

IRLP is its Amateur Radio network which reaches hundreds 
of towns and cities across North America, and increasingly 

the world, linking them all with full dynamic range, 

telephone quality sound. 

The first full-time link that was established ran from 
Vancouver, BC to Saint John, NB. The final product was a 

combination of hardware and software that created a nearly 

seamless radio link between two remote sites on the internet. 
The product works so well that many people can not believe 

that they are talking through a link at all! 

The best place to go to get you started with this amazing 

communication concept, is the IRLP web site: www.irlp.net. 
There you will find a list of 379 nodes (the list is growing 

very quickly) and their locations around the world. 

As President Richard mentioned in our last newsletter, there 

is a 70 cm node in Auburn, hosted by Jeff Hillard. Listen in 
on 444.500. PL 94.8. After accessing the repeater, you can 

command a link to a node on the list. This weekend, I 
chatted with a ham at McMudo Station, Antarctica over this 

repeater, using a 5W HT! 

The procedure is easy; while holding the PTT down, enter 

the 3-digit node number from the list, followed by a zero to 

bring the link up. It's best to wait a few seconds after the link 
comes up to make sure there is not a QSO in progress. 

Identify yourself and monitor for traffic. Most all the links 

have an inactivity time out, but if you're leaving the link it's 

best to drop it. Simply reenter the node number, followed by 
the number one. 

What an interesting twist to our fascinating hobby. That tiny 

dual-bander hanging from your belt has just become a DX 

machine! 

SFARC News Mirror Site 
Moves to a New URL 

As a result of increasing difficulty with the previous ISP, the 

mirror site for downloading the SFARC News in both PDF 

and HTML formats has moved. You can now find it at 
http://www.foothill.net/~andreaj/SFARCHome.htm. (Note that 

case matters in the URL). 

This change does not affect the Club’s main website at 
http://users.neworld.net/wingman/sfarc. It also does not 
affect your editor’s email address if you use kédgw@arrl.net. 

His “real” address has moved to kédgw@ foothill.net. 

Club 2m Net 

At the February meeting, the members decided to explore 
the possibility of changing the time for the weekly 2m net, 
and asked for input from the members. Send your ideas to 
any of the officers. 

Experience Two Field Days in One 
Year! 

In a rare alignment of the planets and correlation with the 

calendar, in 2002, the WSER and Field Day are not on the 

same weekend. This year, Field Day falls on June 22-23, 
and the WSER on the following weekend, June 29-30. 

Thus, you can experience two field days in one year ... the 

first the traditional ham contest, and the second a public 

service event for hams and a contest for people who like to 

run all day and night through the forest. 

There are 24 checkpoints (aid stations), each of which needs 

at least one voice radio operator. Those further downtrail 

operate for longer periods and can benefit from an additional 
operator in shifts. The NCS is located at the Overlook Park 
in Auburn, and has open shifts. 

Basic requirement for operators is 2m and 70cm FM 

capability, although some of the checkpoints closer to the 

finish require only 2m. It often helps to have an additional 

person to assist, and family members are welcome in this 

capacity even if unlicensed. Checkpoint locations vary from 
very large and active (e.g. Foresthill), to quite small and 

remote. Access varies from paved road to not-so-paved trail 

that will bring tears to any 4-wheeler’s eyes. Take you pick. 
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Visit http://www.foothill.net/~andreaj and click on the WSER 
link for all the scoop, or email your editor at k6dgw@arrl.net. 

The Sacramento Valley Section of the 

A.R.R.L. cordially invites you to attend: 

EMCOMM 2002 

A Two Day - EMergency COMMunications EXPO for 
ARES, ACS, RACES, VIP, SKYWARN, and other 

EMCOMM personnel, sponsored by 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

in cooperation with 

The California Office of Emergency Service, 
The American Red Cross, National Weather 

Service, and other public safety agencies 

Saturday and Sunday, April 20-21, 2002 

Bishop Quinn High School 

21893 Old 44 Drive 

Palo Cedro, California 

(10 miles east of Redding) 
Talk in: 146.64 (600/no PL) 

Classes / Seminars 

* The Role of Volunteer Organizations in America * The 
WTC Disaster * Back to Basics * Traffic Handling * 
Pubiic information and Pubiic Reiations * Incident 

Command System ARES Leadership * American Red 
Cross Course - Intro to Disaster Services * ACS Update 

* APRS * "How To Get Your Ready Kit Ready" * PLUS 
VE Testing * FREE Equipment Diagnosis by 

Commercial Technician * Mobile Unit Parking Lot 

Display and Contest * Vendors. * Special Event Station - 

W6E.* Admission $10 Covers Both Days and chance for 

door prizes. * Saturday Evening B-B-Q is $10/Person 

(Advance Ticket Sales Only) * Free Entertainment * 
Camping/RV Parking $10. (No hook ups) * Lodging in 

Nearby Redding * Information, pre-registration 

(recommended), contacts, at: 

http://www.emcomm2002.net/ 

4755 Pacific St., Rocklin, CA 95677 2407 

Manager: Randy Erwin 

TEL: 916.624.0641 / FAX: 916.624 5249 

<ur29@unitedrentals.com> 

MAJOR SPONSOR OF 
THE SFARC FIELD DAY! 

Notes from your Editor 

The size of the SFARC News is constrained by what we can 

mail for $0.34 (soon to be $0.37!). With stamp and staples, 
it works out to a front page, six body pages, and the back 

page. Catching up on the board and meeting minutes is 
important for the membership, but did fill this issue fairly 
fast. Next issue, we'll have more room for member 

contributions. 

Speaking of which, I have a contribution about “Why I’m A 
Ham,” but managed to save it without the author’s identity. 

If you wrote this, drop me a note at kédgw@arrl.net, and tell 

me who you are. It’ll be in next month’s issue. 

And, as President Richard has been mentioning, you can 
help the club conserve it’s resources by receiving the 

SFARC news via e-mail. Just send me a note, and you’ll 

begin receiving it in the ubiquitous PDF format each month, 

well before the USPS delivers to others. 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 

Tet us help you plan your next trip. 
HAVALARK 

5 (We are consultants tor cruises. tours, 
. and destinations all over the planer. 

‘Experience makes the difference! 

530-623-7595 + 800-660-7595] 
Acburn Town Center « 354 Elm TRAVEL 

Since 1976 

Contact Tim Woodburn, W6TIW 
530.823.7595 

Ham Equipment 
and Supplies 

"Yaesu 

*Kermvood 

"Icom 

“MET 
*& many more 

5675-A Power Inn Rd (at Fruitridge) 
916.387.0730 
www .radioplace .com 

Copyright, 2000 All Rigies Reserved. 
The SPARC Newsletter is published monthly fp the Serra Foothalls 
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is prohabited without prior written approval of the SFARC and all 
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represented organization and may not be used without permission. 
Cortact the Editor for further information 



SIERRA FOOTHILLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
2001 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name: Call: Class: email: 

Address: a City: State: Zip: 

Associate Name: Call: Class: an 

Phone Number: Application: (Circle One) New Renewal 

Member Dues: Circle Amounts That Apply. Applications received in the middle of the year will be pro rated. Contact the 

President or Treasurer for exact rate. 

Membership: $22.00 Name Badge: $6.50 

Associate: $7.00 Repeater Donation: $ 

ARRL $34.00 Auto Patch Donation: $ 

ARRL (Spouse) $ 5.00 Newsletter Booster: $ 

ARRL (Special) $28.00 Worldradio Renewal: $ TOTAL: $ 

NOTE* Renewing your ARRL membership through the Club earns the Club money with no additional cost to you. To renew your 

ARRL membership through SFARC, make check payable to SFARC and mail to P.O. Box 1005, Newcastle, CA 95658. 

OFFICE USE ONLY: DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 

Date: Treasurer: Secretary: Roster: 

Payment: Check Number: Cash: 

SIERRA FOOTHILLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

P.O. Box 1005 

Newcastle, CA 95658 


