Email to all SFARC members

Subject:  Field Day 2021 – Update

As I write this, Field Day 2021 is about two months away.  I wanted to give you all an update of where we are on our plans so that you might be interested in participating.  I realize not everybody knows what Field Day is.  I will include a brief history of it at the end of this email.  

This Club has a rich history of participating in Field Day.  Every year our Club gathers someplace (usually up in the Sierras), throws up some antennas, shelters, radios and barbecues and participates in the contest.  In the final analysis Field Day is partially operations and partially social.  Some members come to operate, some to learn about antennas, some to just eat and some just to watch.  All are welcome.  We have a good time.

Specifics:

1.  Field day is from 11 am pacific time Saturday through 11 am Sunday, June 26 and 27

2.  Setup will begin at 11 am on Friday the 25th 
3.  The location will be at the beautiful Georgetown Airport Campground 

4.  We will have 4 HF stations and one bonus VHF/UHF station

5.  Stations will share a networked computer logging database 

6.  Shelters (pop ups) will be located to maintain social distancing and stocked with hand sanitizer / Clorox wipes

7.  Breakfast will be served on Saturday and Sunday at 9 am courtesy of Brian, AI6US & Lin, KN6KRD

8.  Dinner on Friday night will be pizza purchased locally with contributions of those eating

9.  Dinner on Saturday night will be BBQ with side dishes served by the Club (not a potluck this year).

10. Community snack table please bring individually packaged items. I.E chips, cookies, fruits, etc..

11. The club will provide coolers of iced waters and sodas.

12. Bathrooms and  free on-site overnight camping provided for tents and RVs. Large RVs in airport parking lot

Note:  A voluntary donation bowl will be present at meals for those wishing to help the Club and Brian defray the food costs.

Please plan to come join us.  You can participate in any part of the event from set-up to operations to tear down – it’s up to you.  Or just come join us to watch, visit, and eat.  Bring a chair for yourself.  If you are going to eat please let us know which meals, so we can get an idea of how much food to purchase. We will be posting a RSVP survey. 

About scoring:  You can participate in Field Day from home, your car, your RV or portable location and still help the Club!!  In a “normal year” (whatever that means) when Field Day is over we count up all our points and report them to the ARRL.  Then we await the national statistics to be reported so we know how we did compared to other stations.  Last year, because of Covid, the ARRL amended their rules to allow individuals to operate from home using their own call signs and add their points to the Club’s points as if they were at the Field Day site.  The ARRL rules will allow the same point scoring option for this year.  So even if you can’t come up to the site you can participate from home.  After Field Day we will tell you how to report so your points are credited to the Club. Our Club name designation is “Sierra Foothills ARC.”
Is there a Field Day T-shirt?  Of course!  The custom SFARC fly-in Field Day T-shirt is available for purchase at this URL:  www.customink.com/g/jgy0-00ce-ed34  The cost is about $20 each (more for larger sizes).  It looks like this:
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Order as many as you would like (they are sure to be a valuable collector item in the future).  The deadline for ordering is June 7.  To save on cost, the T-shirts will be delivered to Brian's shop in bulk after June 7 and you can either arrange to pick them up from him or at the Field Day venue.

OK – so back to the history of Field Day.  Here is how it is described in Wikipedia
Field Day is an annual world-wide amateur radio exercise encouraging emergency communications preparedness among amateur radio operators. In the United States, it is typically the largest single emergency preparedness exercise in the country, with over 30,000 operators participating each year. Field Day is always the fourth full weekend of June, beginning at 18:00 UTC Saturday and running through 20:59 UTC Sunday. 

Since the first ARRL Field Day in 1933, radio amateurs throughout North America have practiced the rapid deployment of radio communications equipment in environments ranging from operations under tents in remote areas to operations inside Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs). Operations using emergency and alternative power sources are highly encouraged since electricity and other public infrastructures are often among the first to fail during a natural disaster or severe weather. 

To determine the effectiveness of the exercise and of each participant's operations, there is an integrated competitive component, and many clubs also engage in concurrent leisure activities (e.g., camping, cookouts). Operations typically last a continuous twenty-four hours, requiring scheduled relief operators to keep stations on the air. Additional contest points are awarded for experimenting with unusual modes, making contacts via satellite, and involving youth in the activity. 
If you have questions please feel free to ask.  More importantly, please plan on joining us for all or some part of this event.  It is always a lot of fun.

73,

Gerry, WA6E

Temporary Field Day Chair, 2021

